1893/1920s Séance Diary 
William A. Flick, Dayton Virginia 


This handwritten diary was written by William A. Flick from Dayton, Virginia. The first entries not 
included here are from 1893—the year of the diary's purchase—when Flick was a travelling 
Pastor and music instructor employed by Dayton's Ruebush-Kieffer Music Co. The later entries 
Copied here were produced after his wife died in 1920, and he became an enthusiastic 
participant of séances, most notably during the Masonic Temple residency of the famous 
medium Elizabeth Allen Tomson. Some entries include: 


Some interesting phenomena in connection with the passing on of Mrs. Emma Phalen Flick, 
most devoted wife of Dr. William A. Flick. She left the earth plane at 4:30 AM July 4, 1920 while 
د‎ patient sat George Baptist Hospital, Atlanta, GA... My first knowledge of her presence after 
leaving here was experienced at a private séance in a private home in Atlanta in August 1920." 


She gave me the message that she was happy and that she had seen Nan her half sister who 
had passed away before her. She apparently tried to get in touch with me during my sleeping 
апа waking hours while I was living at 99 Cleburne Atlanta several months later she presented 
те the picture hope her favorite painting. This presentation was in a dream but further 
Phenomena was experienced upon my waking...“ 


‘Another beautiful dream was experienced about Xmas 1921 while living 241 Quarters US Public 
Health Service Hospital #76 Maywood, Ilinois. The dream was concerning the birth of her 

baby. The next most interesting phenomena occurred on Feb 26th 1922 on the 17th floor of the 
Masonic Temple which was being used by the International Psychical Research Society. Elizabeth 
Allen Tomson being presented 1 was called to the platform facing the cabinet in which Mrs. 
Tomson sat. Dr. Ray escorted me to this cabinet and asked me whom I wanted to see and 1 
told him 1 wanted to see my wife. Just then the curtain of the cabinet was opened and there 
was the beautiful figure of Mrs. Flick who was dressed in a beautiful silky material. Then she put 
her arms about my neck and kissed me on my lips..” 


On Thursday evening March 2, 1922 we the society met in room 209 Masonic Temple and Mrs. 
Flick materialized and presented herself three times and this time she called me by the name 
she always addressed me Billy. She took a carnation a pink one her favorite flower." 


On Friday March 3, 1922 1 was invited and attended another séance at the home of Mrs. 
Crawford President St Wheaton, Ilinois, Dr. and Mrs. Tomson and daughter were there. Mrs. 
Flick materialized called for me and missed me again. 


"The most unusual phenomena was demonstrated on March 5, 1922 this was the 
regular Sunday night program. There were quite a number of materializations while all lights 
were turned out except tow on either side of the hall..Dr. Ray escorted е from the front row of 
seats to the platform, just as 1 appeared in front of the cabinet Mrs. Flick materialized opened 
the curtain and posed with me for a picture that was made with Eastman Kodak with a flash 
light. Mrs. Flick stood to my left and she held out her right hand as though she wanted me to 
take it... Mrs. Flick appeared rather impatient to wait so long and apparently wanted to leave 
but 1 told her to wait that everything would be all right. 


"After the program 1 rode from Chicago to Forest Park and Mrs. Tomson the psychic she told me 
some interesting things about her Ме and her father Maj. Gen Shooks her guide or councilor..” 


"Had an interesting séance 7 in circle. 1 saw and talked to Mrs. Flick also Dr. Ballard and others” 
Diary images in this document are courtesy of Monica Case of Rush Hawkins Books. Images. 


from the Tomsons' Chicago exhibitions are courtesy Brandon Hodge, mysteriousplanchette.com. 
Tomson's business card is courtesy of Calvin von Crush. Assorted articles are also included. 


AR GA ЈЕО 


| 
Wea. WED. SEPT. 27, 1893 Ther, | Wea. THUR. SEPT. 28, 1893 Ther. | 


1 
| | 
(ONE : >- — | 1! 
T Ala им ла | 
T. | ОЗАЛ САА An (Chu — Ш 

ቅ ብ | 

ኑ 

| 

i 


"it ВЛЕВА, 


Wea, FRI. SEPT. 29, 1893 Ther, | Wea. SAT. SEPT. 30, 1893 Ther: 


bent кл „бала Ад Аж алла ህሪ Й 
= The Las m ጊ.ፌይ- алай. ‚Abs “pugal | 
1:04 194%. Ми rer - 1 
Z ረፌ AALS on Mitra. 
Ne att 


‘APTA и ons AA 
:ቻ.. መማ ЈА 
ጋሬሪ Cha’ AHA РА 


m" 
811 
PE | 

; ቪያ 
He 
16 
НЕ 
ae 
H 
It 


Wes 078 ASIE 26, 


е Ak: да 


Seer 
Sn a ie ER 


Wea. SUN. Ост. t; 1893 Ther. | Wea. Мом. Oct. 2, 1893 Ther. 


ts ' ГА Ad 24 Млека ፦ቃሥሪ Фл. ምዖ 


900-٤ дад. when do exc ድ : 


Wea. Tus. Ост. 3, 1893 Ther. 


IR ib 4 


PEE ርራ- m‏ هو رتو 


hun Py 
ња ችው. ያ Ach ад 


Wea. WED. OCT. 4, 1893 Ther. | 


ተውና Gute ев „де tench ! 


ea. رس‎ e 
sumen 


oc GL у 29: "7 miim 
OR à Зоо 
v 


i en en oit فت دنچ‎ t 
HA AAA 


Евт. Ост. 6, 1893 


Wea. 


à SAT. OCT, 7, 1893 Ther, ER SUN. OCT. 8, 1893 Ther. 


ра. «ምክ | tame ae > | 


блат „КА ATA Vds.‏ سو 
[ቃረታ vot ABA, ка‏ 


+ A A gy «484 ли 


РИ лей 


225 © и 
бшу гус НИ 


1 en ee PR 1 
etu EEE ረ ን opc e E 


1 
ши: 
E 
1. 
= 
I 
= | 
3 
B. 
ES 


Ther. | Wea. Tues. Ост. 10, 1893 Трег. 


— 
LIE Li FR 


(e MRD emos 


: + Li PE 
të. де? 


፦ 
= 
Ф 
Та | 
| 


Wea. WED. Ост. гг, 1893 The: Wea. THUR, Ост. 12, 1893 


LA — À А os 


1 


7 نا‎ ሥ”ንም 


Lee A 


PE ^ ባሎ وم‎ 


2 te 


ОЕ 


Ост. 16, 1893 


ок. 


м 


“Wea. 


` Ther. 


SUN. OCT. 15, 1893 


ያ Рос пи 
he сир à RE 


TUES. Ост. 17, 1893 Ther. : | 


3,1922 бери | 


er ጉያ AM 


WED. Ост. 18, 1893. Ther. 


Pu e A ол L6 ty | 
Wr af # Lt Вато DS | 


914, Gi aee 5 
24 аа ፎር“ чат PAAR Bie 
cop t ወ.‹ውቴራ” ም Р) 
Вин al й. AA Te 
عیب‎ 24% 589 AL, тло ል 


AA 


Wea. | 
68 Тнов. Ост. 19, 1893 Ther, | wee Fri. Oct. 20, 1893 Ther. 


MSN Pong "da^ Vor ptus š 
ee AH ал рў, 2 و‎ й. haras Ay a А 
7 2 a СЛ re ره‎ - Era 


| 
፻ 
| 
Ë 
se | 
A ма. е, Ë ሜት {7 
f | Кил ‘a љад A E AR. 
7 Ey, Aa E / Riot fu 
g 
| 
i 


+ 


LE SALA, . 
б ALL LA these ат үл 2 е, Хилда ? AR 
1 : a, PAD p? i (C +A AA, TEL rar ታም. L يت‎ | 


LA ot b Ая هه‎ „Ра умер | 

DN ONG gine <, 144. tk Z со АА 
: еа Bhp. (лоч 

des vo a b | 


SOA PER 


беа 


A га. “а yf BRA 
uon ЊЕ мр. pig 


ee ale 


д ۳ 7 255: ws መ >К 
дер. VPE EE EP i RAAE e MR > 


ed 


(ir Bed 


4 | 1 
B E 
| 7 3 
ща: 
| ٢ 
| 
E 
E 
i 
3 
e 
ሂና 
= 


- rare. 
ن‎ эшл далы: GEIGER HUI حم‎ TIA f И HE 
3 PE 
ECT 


| 


Wea. SAT. Ост. 21, 1893 Ther, | wea. Sun. Ocr. 22, 1893 Ther. 


161782: СЕ Z me] 
ла. 2203 2 حم‎ “መና! 


Á ^. 
я 7 
/ 


Ос 
A. 244 L 
( 
Y 
A 


Mo 
Cu 


7 
ኋሪ 


Wea. 
RAN 
4 
Fu. Д 


5 2 
да 
Ah “መጭ 


бу” 


INTERNATIONAL CHICAGO 
12/11/22 


GHOST WOMAN AHD HUSBAND ARRESTED IN CHICAGO 
PHOTO IS OF MRS . ELIZABETH THOMSON AND HER HUSBAND CLARENCE TOMSON , 
WHO WERE ARRESTED IN THE MIDST OF A SPIRITUALISTIC SÉANCE AT THE. 
MASONIC TEMPLE IN CHICAGO LAST NIGHT. MRS. THOMSON CLAIMS ТО BE THE 
WORLDS GREATEST PSYCHO-ANALYST AND AN ASSOCIATE OF SIR OLIVER LODGE 
AND SIR A.CONAN DOYLE . THEY WERE ARRESTED WHILE A HOUSE OF 100 WITH 
A "GATE" CHARGE OF $1.00 EACH WAITED TO "SEE THE GHOST WALK", NOTE 
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PHONE MAYWOOD 1849 


ELIZABETH ALLEN TOMSON 


SEANCES WEDNESDAY AND SAT. NIGHTS 
в о.стоск 


THURSDAY AFTERNOC 
AT 2 O.CLOCK 

TRUMPET READINGS BY APPOINTMENT 
MADISON CARS TO OAK 


201 $. 21 AVE. COR ОАК Sr. MAYWOOD ILL 


| Expects the Spirits to Solve a Murder Mystery 


HICAGO.—MI shall solve the mystery of the murder of Mrs. Louise С. 
Browne within 80 dass." This statement was made by Mrs. Elizubeu) 
, a spiritualist and childhood friend of the widow, whose 
the bungalow at Маулан 
solved after srecks of fr 
gation, 

In order that she may have first- 
hand impressions, Mrs. TOMSON and 
her family will move into the bunga- 
low. The family consists of Mra 

her husband, C. Н. Tomson, 

and their daughter, Miss Halma. 

Within د‎ week after they have 
moved in the Tomsons will hold а 
seance in the bungalow. The ehier of 


police of Maywood, the police who 
have been working on the case, the coroner's physicians and the re 


porters who 
have covered the case will be invited to attend. 
“I do not promise to catch the murderer,” said Mre ‘Tomson, "but 1 am 


positive that before I have lived 90 days in this house I shall see, im every 
detail, exactly how the crime was committed, and I shall bave an excellent 
description of the murderer, and, possibly, the name.” 

"The Tomsons have been in London. They arrived in Chicago receatiy and 
last Monday Mrs. Tomson heard of the murder of Mrs. Browne, and wasa 
she recognized In the slain woman a former schoolmate she determined, te 
make i^e effort to solve the mystery Бу exercise of her spiritualiatic ботни. 

“In England it ie quite, common to ask spiritualists to stp. be 
cases,” Mrs. Tomeon said. Емо canes. they: kave: mè 


(Mrs. Elizabeth Tomson | 
Cannot Make Spirits | 
| Move In New York i 


| ከጠ vont Toi taw rain! 
Jand niania до? 8) Tore | 
иск, Ааа ለ. Waman. Виа 


|] paychie who наше heme In (ry for 
[nies 5 
fife American for لدم‎ 
mena "wil! ዘፀ] disturb Ihe м 
the dead. 
| Mre. "Tomo, who has b 
‚tuning whole regimenta wf thy: ghonta 
mul uf cabinet ar private home 
bere; went her husband, Dr. Allen | 
Змии та louk ዘ! Ihe ler picked 
"nt Tor the ۱ 
VCI will never ост deelarad the 
doctor an uot ан he saw Ihe library, | 
теке high With volumes of Hack: | 
jeunes “there is tov privas 
J Mulcom мед, 
Lev from 1ከቦ maine, 
-|nounred that Mrs. та 
lu pateh um Ihe dir 
Имам "ull of.” 
(An Hallan youth مه عا‎ 
\\чу for the risa early 


Bites Ghost 
Of Grandma, 
Medium Mad 


` 
Yi skeptical Youth Dedares 
|. Ectoplasn Tastes Like 
. .. Oheese, Cloth : 


Noy. 10.3 
٤ 


“madium” from Chicago, who 
Came hore to iry for a priza 
for the person who could pro- 
асе renl spirits" ከ3059 апу |! 
Taking, prepared to leave town.. 
Мег hundand and daughter 
will Бо with her. 

They will try во more 


Sate demonstration 
Young man bit the "ረ 
his grandmother. 

The "ghost" jumped and 


he young man said the 
oplas (that ussterious 
substance of which ghosts еге |] 
Supposed Чо be composed), 
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The seance was over, 


i Flashlight Causes 

| Trouble at Seance; 
| ‘Ghost’ Gets Rough 
| —n 


| Chicago. July 235.—!INS)—Joseph | 
ТА. Olshan Is recovering here today! 
from wounds received when а 
| “ghost” attacked him Olshan ас, 
Пелдей a spiritualistic meeting with 
| 200 other persons. The medium 
turned down the lights and stated 
he would produce 2 ghost. 


| Olshan snapped on his Fen 
jand Mrs. Elizabeth ‘Tomson, wife of! 
ithe medium, rose from her ^ghost- 
jly" robes and attacked him, he de- 

clared, A near riot ensued. Olshan 

рой warrants for the couple! 
| today. | 


